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The Friday Thought from our Vicar - Father Simon: 

The one thing at school I despised possibly more than anything else 

was cross-country running.  Or, in the case of my school: 'down-a-

muddy-canal-towpath-and-across-some-wasteland running'!  Was it 

just me, or was there a sadistic glint in the eye of the schoolmaster 

as he forced us to run through a freezing cold, muddy, shin-deep 

pool?  No wonder that, despite the bone-chilling winter weather 

and the complete exhaustion, the relief of coming round the final 

corner and seeing the finishing line was profound. 

 

Now, I'm not suggesting that all our Lenten observances 

equate to such cross-country torture, but we're now a 

good deal more than halfway through Lent and, as we've 

listened to the lectionary readings over the past couple of 

weeks and, through them, heard God calling his faithful 

people back to him, there’s been, for me, something of 

that feeling of coming round the final bend.  And now, in this Sunday's readings, with their 

exploration of resurrected life making us look ahead and consider the good news of 

Easter, the feeling only grows. 

 

There is, therefore, a real sense of our spiritual destination being just over the horizon - 

not least because this Sunday is the official beginning of Passiontide.  Lent, so far, has 

been a period of self-examination, perhaps through fasting, inspired by Jesus' period of 

prayer and self-examination in the desert.  But now Passiontide begins to move our focus 

towards the gospel accounts of the week leading up to Jesus' crucifixion on a Roman 

cross, and gives us the opportunity, in advance of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, to 

explore and reflect upon the meaning for each of us of Christ's sacrifice. 
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And, as if to ramp up the intensity of our Lenten experience even more as we enter its 

closing stages, the readings are not only getting longer but increasingly multilayered in 

meaning.  This Sunday's passage from Ezekiel was, of course, the inspiration for the 

irritatingly catchy song 'Dry Bones' which, over the years, has not only been covered by a 

myriad of people but is probably the orthopaedic surgeon's unofficial anthem.  However, 

our passage from Ezekiel is more than simply a tale about God's ability to bring skeletal 

remains back to life. 

 

The dry bones the seventh century BC prophet Ezekiel was addressing were actually very 

much alive in a physical sense, but very much dead in a spiritual sense and in their ability 

to be God's great hope for the world.  That's because Ezekiel was addressing the nation of 

Israel. 

 

The once great nation God had raised up to be a blessing to 

all the world had gone.  There were a handful of exiles in 

Babylon with a few memories, fewer hopes, and a lot of hate 

for the people they were blaming for their problems.  And 

there was a small contingent left in Judah that the 

Babylonians had decided weren’t worth the effort to haul off 

to Babylon. 

 

That was it: Israel was dead.  Never in the world's history had 

such a defeated and scattered nation and faith been rebuilt.  

Ezekiel knew that; the Babylonians knew that; everybody knew 

that.  At the time Ezekiel was preaching, death ruled Israel. 

 

But then God intervened - just as he did through Christ's actions at the tomb of Lazarus.  

When Jesus arrives on the scene, Lazarus has been dead for four days.  But Jesus has the 

power to raise Lazarus from the grave.   

 

Why are some Christians surprised about that?  

Indeed, why do some believers feel the need to find 

alternative explanations for miracles?  I wouldn't deny 

that there’s so much an author - or we as interpreters 

- can do with the symbolism of, for example, 

resurrection.  But it sometimes seems that some go to 

great lengths to find not just an additional layer to 

these accounts but an entirely alternative explanation 

for resurrection - be it Lazarus' or Jesus' - simply so as 

to be able to deny the physical resurrection because it doesn't fit into our experiences of 

the wider world.  Whilst reading for this Friday Thought, I even came across the 

suggestion that this whole story about Lazarus was St John's way of mocking the idea of 

resurrection, the clue being the reference to the stench of Lazarus' body pointing the 

listener to the stench of the notion of resurrection! 
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I’m a member of this 21st century postmodern western society which, quite rightly, 

continues to question and probe accepted teaching, research, and opinion.  But I’m also a 

Christian who, through that questioning and probing, 

believes that this world could only have been created 

by an Intelligent Designer.  And if that Intelligent 

Designer - otherwise known as 'God' - is capable of 

triggering the creation of this incredibly complex 

world, surely he’s capable, if he so chooses, of 

making a few relatively minor (in the grand scheme 

of creating a universe) miracles happen - not least 

the raising of Lazarus and Jesus from the dead. 

 

After all, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, we simply follow the teachings of a man who 

may have been a great teacher but who, in deceiving us all 

about his identity was either a lunatic or a liar.  This is CS Lewis’ 

famous trilemma.  I choose to believe that Jesus was neither of 

those things: neither a lunatic nor a liar.  I choose to believe, 

because of the apostles’ and disciples’ testimony, that Jesus is 

our Lord.  (Another version of this trilemma is to ask yourself: 

do you believe Jesus was mad, bad or God?) 

 

As the events of Holy Week and Easter Day start to come into view, it begs the question 

for me during the remainder of my Lenten observance: how am I reducing and limiting 

God to my restricted human experience rather than opening my heart to the awesome 

generosity of God's bountiful, earth-defying, life-resurrecting grace? 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr Simon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY 

The book of the prophet Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses 1-14:  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 

set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there 

were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can 

these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 

God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 

you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
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So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 

was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 

say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 

shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 

on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 

Lord.’ 

 

 

Gradual Psalm 130: 

1 Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 

 Lord, hear my voice; 

 let your ears consider well 

 the voice of my supplication 

Response:  Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord. 

  

2 If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 

3 But there is forgive-ness with you, 

 so that you shall be feared. 

Response 

 

4 I wait for the Lord;  my soul waits for him; 

 in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the Lord,   

 more than the night watch for the morning, 

 more than the night watch for the morning. 

Response 

 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, 

 for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7 With him is plenteous redemption 

 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

Response 
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‘Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord.’ (Psalm 130:1) 

The pit under the High Priest Caiaphas’ house in Jerusalem where prisoners were kept 

and where it’s believed Jesus was held after his arrest on Maundy Thursday. 

 

 

St John’s Gospel, chapter 11, verses 1-45: 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 

her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you 

love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 

for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea 

again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just 

now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 

Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 

they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night 

stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, 

he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 

if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 

plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 

Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-

disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
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When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, 

‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 

God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 

Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus 

said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one coming into the world.’ 

 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary 

get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to 

the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When 

Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to 

him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 

But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 

this man from dying?’ 

 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard 

me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a 

loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let 

him go.’ 

 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 
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Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Lent - Passion Sunday:  

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 Details of this Sunday’s 9.30am Eucharist which is also live-streamed 

 President:   Fr Simon (Vicar) 

 Preacher: Diana Kitson (Lay Minister)  

 Sunday Club: Becky Burton 

 Reader:  Dawn Dickson 

 Intercessions: Shirley Dodgshon 

 Mass setting:   A New Lenten Mass (music: David Wood) 

 Processional:   Just as I am (tune: Saffron Walden) 

 Gradual:          O breath of life, come sweeping through us (tune: Spiritus Vitae) 

 Offertory:       O Love that wilt not let me go (tune: St Margaret) 

 Communion: Spirit of the living God (music: Daniel Iverson) 

 Motet:  Lord, I trust thee (music: G.F. Handel) 

 Recessional: I, the Lord of sea and sky (music: Dan Schutte) 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS FOR THIS WEEK 

 

For the world-wide Church:  

 Bishop Alan - Bishop of St Albans  

 Bishop Jane - Bishop of Hertford 

 The Venerable Janet Mackenzie - Archdeacon of Hertford 

 The Revd Gaz Tracey, our Area Dean 

 Archbishop Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 

 In the Anglican cycle of prayer:  

 for the Anglican Church of South America 

 In the Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

 for the people of the parishes of Tring, Aldbury, Long Marston, Wilstone, and 

 Puttenham in the Tring Team Parish of the Berkhamsted Deanery 

 In the Deanery cycle of prayer: 

 for the people of the parishes of Standon and The Mundens with Sacombe 
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For our world: 

 For the people of Ukraine - be they in their homeland or refugees in Europe. 

 For just and peaceful governance throughout the world, not least in Russia, Ukraine, 

 Somalia, Haiti, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Israel, Sudan, Yemen, Pakistan, Myanmar, and 

 the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 For the victims of war, terrorism, conflict, and violence.  

 For those suffering from the effects of the climate 

 or natural disaster. 

 For those working to reduce the effects of climate change. 

 For those working to relieve suffering throughout the world. 

For emergency and key-workers, scientists and leaders, medical and care workers, 

and, in this country, particularly for the NHS and social services. 

 For those being held captive or being persecuted. 

 For those who have been abused in body, mind or spirit. 

 For those who are victims of modern-day slavery and human trafficking. 

 For those who are victims of famine or poverty, particularly praying for the work of the 

 Shiksha Rath educational project in New Delhi which we support. 

 For those struggling with addiction. 

 For those who are homeless, and for the work of the Holy Trinity Night Shelter in 

 Bishop’s Stortford which we support. 

 For those involved in the migrant and refugee situation. 

 For the work of organisations which are working to bring an end to poverty. 

 

 

For our town:  

 For the staff and patients of our Central Surgery, the 

 Princess Alexandra, Rivers and  Herts & Essex hospitals, 

 for our care homes, social services, and voluntary sector. 

 For local businesses in these uncertain times.  

 For our emergency services.  

 For the pupils, teachers, staff, governors, and  parents 

 associated with our local schools including our church school Spellbrook. 

 For those feeling isolated and lonely; particularly those living alone. 

 For those who are concerned about making ends meet, and for organisations such as 

 Harlow Foodbank and the evangelical church’s pop-up store seeking to bring aid. 
 
 

For the people of:  

Sunday:  Forebury Avenue 

Monday:   Sayesbury Avenue, Sayesbury Road & Bells Walk 

Tuesday:   Lawrence Avenue & Saffron Gardens 

Wednesday:  White Post Field, Highgate Grove & Nursery Field 

Thursday:  Three Mile Pond, Parsonage Lane & Tednambury 

Friday:   Spellbrook 

Saturday:   Reedings Way, Kecksy’s & Queen’s Close 
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For the sick, tired, and bereaved including: 

June Allen, Linda Bowler, John Bromley, Pam Brown, Pattie Chaplin-Orman, Elsa Duce, 

Kathy Hanratty, Steven, Wendy, Doug Knights, Paul Mackin, Mick Steward, Roy. 

 

For those who have died, including:  

 June Hardy RIP 

 Bill Mason RIP 

 Marion Black RIP 

 Jim Walker RIP 

 Pierre Derchez RIP 

 Carol Jess RIP 

 

For our dearly departed ones, remembered at their year’s mind: 

 Andrew Evanjelou RIP (28th March) 

 Vanita Harris RIP (30th March) 

 Angela Mansfield RIP (30th March) 

 Hester Parsons RIP (30th March) 

 Liz Hounslow RIP (31st March) 

 Dennis Lapslie RIP (31st March) 

 Kathy Taylor RIP (31st March) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God of mission, 

Who alone brings growth to your Church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, 
Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship, 
And power to our witness. 

Help our church to grow in numbers, 
In spiritual commitment to you, 

And in service to our local community, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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NOTICES 

 Services this week: 

  (CW = Common Worship    BCP = Book of Common Prayer) 

 

 Sat 25th March   1pm  Lent Lunch 

 

 Sun 26th March  8am  Said Eucharist (CW) 

     Passion Sunday  9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW) with Sunday Club 

               Followed by refreshments in Church House 

     5pm  ‘The Crucifixion’ - music by John Stainer 

 

 Monday-Friday  9am  Morning Prayer (CW) 

 

 Wed 29th March   9.30am Said Morning Prayer (CW) 

 Wed 29th March  10am  Said Eucharist (CW) 

 

 Sun 2nd April   8am  Said Eucharist (CW) 

     Palm Sunday   9.20am Gather at the south (far) end of 

       Sheering Mill Lane park for Palm Procession 

     9.30am  Parish Eucharist (CW) with Sunday Club 

               Followed by refreshments in Church House 

      

 No Churchyard Working Party tomorrow 

We’re aware that the recent wetter weather will soon bring about new growth in the 

churchyard - particularly when things warm up.  However, there won’t be a working party 

tomorrow. 

 

 

 Clocks spring forward  

Don’t forget that the clocks go forward this weekend. 

 

 

 ‘The Crucifixion’ by John Stainer - this Sunday 26th March - 5pm 

        John Stainer’s oratorio ‘The Crucifixion’ has long been a favourite of 

         choirs and audiences at this time of year.  Containing music of  

          moving beauty such as ‘God so loved the world’ and drama such as 

           the chorus ‘Fling wide the gates’, along with hymns such as ‘Cross 

            of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow’ and ‘All for Jesus’, many find it an  

    important part of their Lenten devotions. 

 

     The performance this Sunday evening will be by our own choir of 

      Great St Mary’s, with a welcome return of soloists Ben Thapa and 

       Stephen Kennedy, accompanied by John Ross, and conducted 

        by Fr Simon.  Do try to support this hour-long performance. 
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 Palm Sunday Procession - next Sunday 2nd April - meet in Sheering Mill Lane park 

Next Sunday we’ll once again be remembering Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.  

However, because of a recent change to the regulations 

regarding processions in our county which, this year, has 

caught us out, we’re NOT meeting in Bell Street car park on 

Palm Sunday.  Instead, we will meet at 9.20am at the far 

(southern) end of Sheering Mill Lane park.  There, palm 

crosses will be blessed and we’ll hear the Palm Gospel.  We’ll then process to church 

singing the Palm Sunday hymns until we enter Great St Mary’s for the rest of our worship.   

 

 

 Holy Week 

Next Sunday - Palm Sunday - heralds the beginning of Holy Week.  As 

the name suggests, it’s the most holy time of the Christian year.  So, 

having travelled the Lenten road for these past few weeks, it’s also 

important that we, as Jesus’ disciples, walk the final stages of the 

journey with him.  We need to do that to fully appreciate the joy and 

victory of the Easter story; as I often say, without winter, one can’t fully 

appreciate summer.  Therefore, may I encourage you to commit to at least the Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday services.  And then the Easter Vigil service on the evening of 

Holy Saturday is my favourite of the whole Church year. 

 

 Holy Week and Easter calendar of services and events 

 

Sunday 2nd April - assemble 9.20am - Sheering Mill Lane park 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION 
The traditional procession to church for the 9.30am Palm Sunday service 

 

Monday 3rd - Wednesday 5th April - 8pm - church 

HOLY WEEK MEDITATIONS 
Three short meditations followed by the service of compline 

 

Thursday 6th April - 8pm - church 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE AND WATCH 
 

Good Friday 7th April - 9.30am - church 

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
11-12.30pm - Hot cross buns and coffee - Church House 

12.30-1.45pm - Frugal lunch - Church House 

 

Good Friday 7th April - 2pm - church 

GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 
A remembrance of our Lord’s passion and death 
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Holy Saturday 8th April - any time between 3 and 5pm - church 

AN EASTER CELEBRATION 
A variety of Easter crafts for younger members of the family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Saturday 8th April - 8pm - church 

EASTER VIGIL SERVICE 

The first celebration of Easter 
 

 

Easter Sunday 9th April - 8am - church 

Said Holy Communion (BCP) 

 

Easter Sunday 9th April - 9.30am - church 

EASTER DAY EUCHARIST 
With joyful Easter hymns, Handel’s ‘Hallelujah Chorus’, 

and followed by an Easter egg hunt and Prosecco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Revision of Electoral Roll - applications until Saturday 22nd April 

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting - better known as the APCM - is appearing on the 

horizon.  Do please pencil Sunday 7th May at 

10.45am into your diaries.  Ahead of that, our 

electoral roll is now open for revision until 

Saturday 22nd April.  Application forms are 

available at the back of church or from the 

Parish Office. 
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News from our associated CofE school in Spellbrook  

Mr Fisher - our Headteacher - writes: 

As you will know, last weekend we celebrated 

Mothering Sunday.  Leading up to it, children in 

different classes made lovely cards to say thank 

you to their mums for all the love and support they receive.  

 

Now this week and next see the ‘Big Walk and Wheel’ when 

we’re encouraged to walk or cycle to school.  Our school 

journalist, Finley, wrote this report:  

 

‘Many people have scooted to school, walked, cycled and ‘Parked and Strided’ this week.  We 

have focused on getting more children active and moving by encouraging them to not come 

in their cars when possible and it has worked!  The two Year 5 Junior Travel Ambassadors, 

Joshua and Harry, have been organised and collected the results from each class every day.  

We are looking forward to continuing this into next week and hope as many children as 

possible are able to join in.’ 

 

Meanwhile, Sapphire Class (Yrs 1&2) was designing some road safety posters yesterday.  

Some advice they would like to share is: 

 

‘Stop! Any time you get to a road you have to stop.’ -Lilly 

 

‘Listen carefully so that you can hear if a car is coming. 

Ask yourself: is it safe to cross?’ - Lisa 

 

Excellent advice for all of us I would say. 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr Fisher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Content for the Newsletter 

If you have a notice for the Friday Email, please let us know by lunchtime on Thursday. 

 

Website:   www.sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’ 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’ 
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 Contact us 

Fr Simon Vivian (Vicar)    vicar@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 

 (Day off Friday)     01279 723719  

Di Kitson (Lay Reader)    diana.kitson@btinternet.com 

01279 723212 

Angela Kenny (Parish Administrator)  office@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 

 Office hours: Tues-Fri - 9am till 1pm  01279 726629 

Anthony Heard (Churchwarden)  anthony@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Great St Mary's 
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