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The Friday Thought from our Associate Priest, Revd Debbie 

Last weekend, Richard and I went to the Scarecrow Festival at High 
Wych.  As we walked towards St James’ Church from the Rivers’ 
carpark, we came upon an amazing array of straw creations along the 
way.  Peter Rabbit, The Owl and the Pussy Cat, Popeye, Postman Pat - 
to name but a few - were all embodied, along with a few more 
traditional scarecrows.  The creativity of the village community was 
wonderful to behold.  And the local postman joined in the fun as he 
went on his rounds, bringing good cheer to everyone he met. 

 
All of this reminded me of my childhood and, in particular, two strawmen 
brought to life in fiction: Scarecrow from The Wizard of Oz and Worzel 
Gummidge.  I remember being enchanted by the antics of Worzel 
Gummidge and his friends who lived on Scatterbrook Farm, brought to life 
in the books by Barbara Euphan Todd.  Similarly, so with the characters 
from the musical The Wizard of Oz who Dorothy and her dog Toto met as 
they followed The Yellow Brick Road. 
 

As Dorothy and Toto walk through Oz, they come to a fork 
on the Yellow Brick Road.  Pondering aloud to herself, 
Dorothy wonders which way to turn.  Suddenly she hears a 
voice; surprisingly it’s a scarecrow.  Scarecrow isn’t much 
help to Dorothy though: “I can’t make up my mind.  I 
haven’t got a brain, only straw.”  “How can you talk if you 

haven’t got a brain?” asks Dorothy.  “I don’t know,” Scarecrow.  “But some people without 
brains do an awful lot of talking, don’t they?” 

 
‘I could while away the hours, conferring with the flowers, consulting with the rain. 
My head I’d be scratching, while my thoughts are a hatching – if I only had a brain.’ 



Scarecrow’s lack of brains - or lack of wisdom - is something I 
share at times in my own life.  In those moments, I wish I too 
could screw on my thinking head, just as Worzel Gummidge 
does at times when he needs an added boost of intelligence.  
Or perhaps I should just turn to the Wisdom of Solomon (see 
below). 
 
The purpose of the book of Wisdom is to make wisdom an appealing pursuit and get the 
reader to desire a life of virtue over wickedness.  It served to call back those of God’s 
chosen people who were in danger of falling away from their faith in God in exchange for 
the faulty wisdom of the world. 

 
The text also serves as a warning to us today, much the same as when 
originally written.  If we consider ourselves among the righteous, 
we’re not to be haughty or proud for example.  It’s easy to place 
ourselves in the position of the righteous and feel as though the rest 
of the world is unwise, ungodly and seeking our ruin.  So, before we 
think too badly of the world - or too highly of ourselves - perhaps we 
should examine ourselves to determine if we’re among the wise or in 
the ranks of the unwise. 
 

Scarecrow really is wise.  He helps us acknowledge that sometimes 
we do speak without engaging our brains.  In the end, however, he 
discovers that he had a brain all along, and that it could be used for 
good: for thinking good thoughts, for speaking wisely and 
genuinely.  So, let’s come to God like Scarecrow, and ask God to 
help give us greater wisdom to live our lives His way. 
 
Yours in Christ 
Revd Debbie 
 
 
The collect for the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 
   of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 
   what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 



SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 
The Wisdom of Solomon, chapter 1 verse 16 to chapter 2 verse 1 & verses 12-22: 
 
The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 
considering him a friend, they pined away 
and made a covenant with him, 
because they are fit to belong to his company. 
For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, 
‘Short and sorrowful is our life, 
and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, 
and no one has been known to return from Hades.  
‘Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 
because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions; 
he reproaches us for sins against the law, 
and accuses us of sins against our training. 
He professes to have knowledge of God, 
and calls himself a child of the Lord. 
He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 
the very sight of him is a burden to us, 
because his manner of life is unlike that of others, 
and his ways are strange. 
We are considered by him as something base, 
and he avoids our ways as unclean; 
he calls the last end of the righteous happy, 
and boasts that God is his father. 
Let us see if his words are true, 
and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 
for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, 
and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 
Let us test him with insult and torture, 
so that we may find out how gentle he is, 
and make trial of his forbearance. 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 
for, according to what he says, he will be protected.’ 
Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 
for their wickedness blinded them, 
and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 
nor hoped for the wages of holiness, 
nor discerned the prize for blameless souls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 54, verses 1-7: 
 
1 Save me, O God, by your name  
 and vindicate me by your power. 
2 Hear my prayer, O God; 
 give heed to the words of my mouth. 
 Response:   I will praise your name, for it is gracious. 
 
3 For strangers have risen up against me, 
 and the ruthless seek after my life; 
 they have not set God before them. 
 Response 
 
4 Behold, God is my helper; 
 it is the Lord who upholds my life; 
5 May evil rebound on those who lie in wait for me; 
 destroy them in your faithfulness. 
 Response 
 
6 An offering of a free heart will I give you  
 and praise your name, O Lord, for it is gracious. 
7 For he has delivered me out of all trouble, 
 and my eye has seen the downfall of my enemies. 
 Response 

 
 
St Mark’s Gospel, chapter 9, verses 30-37: 
 
Jesus and his disciples went on from there and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to 
be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 
will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 
him. 
 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were 
you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another about who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to 
them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little 
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.’ 
 
 
 
 
 



Details of 9.30am Parish Eucharist, also streamed on our website and Facebook 
 President:   Fr Simon (Vicar) 
 Preacher: Fr Simon (Vicar) 
 Sunday Club: Charlotte Vivian 
 Reader:  Charlotte Vivian 
 Intercessions: Debbie Cubitt 
 Mass setting:   Mass of St Thomas (music: David Thorne) 
 Processional:   God is here, as we his people (tune: Blaenwern) 
 Gradual:          Psalm 54 
 Offertory:       Praise to the holiest in the height (tune: Gerontius) 
 Communion: God of grace and God of glory (tune: Webbe’s St Thomas) 
 Motet:  Ave verum (music: David Wood)  
 Recessional:  All my hope of God is founded (tune: Michael) 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
For the world-wide Church: 
 Bishop Alan, Bishop of St Albans 
 Bishop Michael, Suffragan Bishop of Hertford 
 The Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford 
 The Venerable Jo Kelly-Moore, the new Dean of St Albans 
 Archbishop Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury 
 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: 
 for the Church of the Province of Uganda 
 In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  
 for the parish St Andrew’s, Chorleywood in the Rickmansworth deanery 
 In the Deanery Cycle of Prayer: 
 for the Deanery of Bishop’s Stortford, for Di Kitson the Lay Co-Chair of Synod, 
 and for all members of Bishop’s Stortford Deanery Synod 
 
For the ministry and vocation of the congregation of Great St Mary’s: 
For growth:   
 in our prayer life 
 in our depth of faith 
 in our fellowship 
 in our nurturing of new disciples 
 through our Vision Morning to prayerfully discern GSM’s future pathway 
 
For our world: 
 For just and peaceful governance throughout the world, particularly in Afghanistan, 

Myanmar, Hong Kong, Yemen, Belarus, Syria, Russia, China and central Africa. 
 For those suffering from the effects of the climate or natural disaster. 
 For those working to relieve suffering throughout the world. 

For emergency and key-workers, scientists and leaders, medical and care workers, 
and, in this country, particularly for the NHS. 



 For those, in this country and beyond, who, because of Covid-19, have died or who 
 are suffering in body, mind or spirit because of the virus. 

 For those being martyred for their faith or other reasons. 
 For those being persecuted for their faith or other reasons, including the Uyghurs of 

 China, and Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe being held captive in Iran. 
 For those who have been abused in body, mind or spirit. 
 For those who are victims of modern-day slavery and human trafficking. 
 For those who are victims of famine or poverty, particularly praying for the work of the 

Shiksha Rath educational project in New Delhi which we support. 
 For those struggling with addiction. 
 For those who are homeless, and for the work of the Holy Trinity Night Shelter in 

Bishop’s Stortford which we support. 
 For those involved in the migrant situation. 

 
For our town: 
 For those at our Central Surgery, for the staff and patients of the 

Princess Alexandra and Rivers hospitals, and for our local care 
homes and social services. 

 For local businesses and commerce in these uncertain times. 
 For the pupils, teachers, staff and parents associated with our 

local schools, including our church school - Spellbrook. 
 For those feeling isolated and lonely; particularly those living alone. 
 
For the people of: 
Sunday:  Hazel Gardens & Moorlands Reach 
Monday:   Cherry Gardens & Marlands 
Tuesday:   Church Walk, Church Crescent & Forebury Crescent 
Wednesday:  Church Street, Blakes Court, Duckling Lane & Fair Green 
Thursday:  West Road, Tudor Court & West Court 
Friday:   East Drive, East Park & Kingsmead 
Saturday:   Lawrence Moorings & Luxford Place 
 
For the sick and bereaved including: 
Linda Bowler, Una Bard, Pam Brown, Frieda Elfick, Ruth Foster, Kathy Hanratty, Steven, 
Doug Knights, Betty Taylor, Peter White, June Willis 
 
For those who have died 
 
For our dearly departed ones, remembered at their year’s mind: 
 Lilian Dance (19th September) 
 Wallie Abery (21st September) 
 Tessa Latham (23rd September) 
 
 
 
 



NOTICES 
 
 Services this week: 

  (CW = Common Worship   BCP = Book of Common Prayer) 
 

 Sat 18th September:  2pm  Wedding of Lawrie Janes & Sandie Abery 
 Sun 19th September: 8am  Said Eucharist (CW) - Preacher: Fr Simon 

9.30am Parish Eucharist (CW) with Sunday Club, 
  followed by refreshments in Church House 
5pm  Said Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 Mon - Wed & Fri:  9.30am    Said Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Wed 22nd September:  10am       Said Eucharist 
 Sat 25th September:  3pm  Wedding of Paul Kanabahita & Emma Vandore 
 Sun 26th September: 8am  Said Eucharist (CW) 
(St Michael & All Angels) 9.30am Parish Eucharist with Sunday Club, 

  followed by refreshments in Church House 
5pm  Said Evening Prayer (CW) 

 
 
Churchyard Working Party tomorrow from 9.30am:  
The Churchyard Working Party is meeting a week 
early this month so that the grounds can look 
their smartest for Lawrie and Sandie’s wedding 
tomorrow afternoon, and Paul and Emma’s 
wedding next Saturday.  If you would like to join 
the party, they will grab tools from the church 
shed at 9.30am and will appear in the churchyard 
shortly after. 
 
 
 Help please!: 
    As Great St Mary’s comes back to life after the pandemic, we are 
    asking those who were once on rotas to kindly give of their time 
    and talents again.  I’m delighted and so thankful that the flower 
    arranging, churchyard working party and church cleaning 
    rotas are all sufficiently supported - though they’re never going 
to turn away new helpers and volunteers!  And in recent weeks, we’ve just about managed 
to get the Sunday morning coffee rota up and running again, though - sadly - we’ve 
failed to get a sufficient number together to make a crucifer and acolytes rota 
manageable in the foreseeable future. 
 
I’m also aware that the rota of Sunday Club leaders is now very small, and so there will 
be times when we won’t be able to run Sunday Club in term time, even with Revd Debbie’s 
and my input.  So if you feel you may be able to provide a relevant craft every six or so 
weeks for Sunday Club to do during the service, supported by other parents, I would love 
to hear from you to discuss it further.  With thanks in advance. 



 Civic Service last Sunday 
It was lovely to be able to welcome 
our Mayor - Cllr Greg Rattey - 
members of the Town Council, and 
other distinguished guests to Great St 
Mary’s last Sunday afternoon to affirm 
the mayor’s ministry and the work of 
all those who contribute to our 
community’s life.  The retiring collection, which will go to the Mayor’s chosen charities - 
The Men’s Health Forum and The Hailey Centre - raised over £200. 

 
 Great St Mary’s Parish Vision Morning - Saturday 25th September - 10am 

Saturday 25th September is fast approaching when we’ll be holding 
our Parish Vision Morning, hosted by the Revd Harry Steele, the 
diocesan Church Growth Officer for Hertfordshire.   
Whatever your connection to the church - whatever your age or 
background - we need to hear from everybody.  Indeed, along with 
other guests, we’re delighted that Cllr Greg Rattey, Mayor of 
Sawbridgeworth, will be joining us for part of the morning.  So 
do sign-up on the forms at the back of church so that we can get a 
sense of rough numbers - though, even if your name never makes it 
onto that list, do come along on the day so that we can all begin 
moving forwards together with our plans to reimagine Great St 
Mary’s for the future. 

 
Drinks will be available from 9.45am, and the morning will officially begin at 10am.  We 
will finish by 1pm when there will be the opportunity to have another bring-your-own 
lunch together, with further drinks provided.  If the weather’s good, we might even be 
able to venture outside again! 
 
 GSM Parish Pilgrimage to Anglican Shrine in Walsingham - 6th-9th May 2022 

Having received interest from a number of you about the 
possibility of a pilgrimage to the beautiful Norfolk town 
of Walsingham, rooms with full board have been reserved 
for three nights from Friday 6th to Monday 9th May; those 
who might need to be back at work on Monday morning 
could stay for just two nights board, leaving on the 
afternoon of Sunday 8th May.  The price for full board is: 
£90 per night for an adult and £54 per night for a child.  
Children under the age of 5 stay for free. 

 
People visit Walsingham for different reasons.  Some go to submerge themselves in a 
short religious and devotional experience to top up the faith batteries.  Others like the 
opportunity to explore the surrounding lanes and villages.  There’s the beach up the road 
at Wells-next-the-Sea, and you could even get there for your ice cream on the Wells & 
Walsingham Light Railway! 



However, whilst there’s no obligation on anybody to attend 
anything (some might simply like to treat it as an 
opportunity for a long weekend break with friends in 
pleasant surroundings), the weekend usually combines a 
couple of uplifting services in the shrine church attended by 
pilgrims from many different church communities, a couple 
of private services and reflections for us from GSM alone, a 
walk along the quiet country lanes and disused railway line to the peaceful original Roman 
Catholic basilica 1.5 miles away, and a post-dinner drink and natter in the local hostelry!  
Whatever you choose to do though - and however you view your time in Walsingham - 
it’s always a relaxing, happy and therapeutic weekend. 
 

Whether you’re a regular member of the Great 
St Mary’s congregation, a member of another 
church’s congregation, or simply a friend of a 
friend, if this is something which appeals to 
you, do let us know.  You won’t have to commit 
yourself until early next year.  However, it would 
be good to get a sense of numbers. 

 
 

News from our associated CofE school in Spellbrook  
Mr Fisher - our Headteacher - writes:  
One of the things we’ve been delighted to re-
establish at school this week is buddy reading; 

we were unable to run it 
last year due to the Covid 
bubbles.  It’s an opportunity 
for older readers to enjoy 
supporting younger ones 

with their reading.  The 
benefits for the older 
ones are in terms of self-
esteem and feeling that 
they’re making a positive 
difference.  For the 
younger readers, the 
benefit is in having help from someone they look up to.  
That’s what makes it such a very worthwhile activity. 
 

 
 Final Thought  
Chatting to a chap the other day, he uttered that immortal line "As one door 
closes, another opens."  Lovely man but terrible cabinetmaker! 
 
 



 Content for the Newsletter 
If you have a notice for the Friday Email, please let us know by lunchtime on Thursday. 
 
 
 Contact us 
Fr Simon Vivian (Vicar)    vicar@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 
        01279 723719  
Revd Debbie Hore (Associate Priest)  rev.debbie@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 
        01279 722948 
Di Kitson (Lay Reader)    diana.kitson@btinternet.com 

01279 723212 
Anthony Heard (Churchwarden)  anthony@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 
 
Website:   www.sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk 
Facebook:   www.facebook.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’ 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’ 
  
Thank you for your continued support of Great St Mary's 

 
 
 


