THE FRIDAY EMAIL
Friday 10th September 2021

The Friday Thought from our Vicar, Fr Simon
Throughout life there are those ‘I remember where I was when…’
moments. For some, it’s: “I remember where I was when I heard
the news of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination”. For
others: “I remember where I was when I heard the news of
Princess Diana’s car crash.”
I remember that latter one. And I also remember where I was
when I heard the news of the attack on New York’s Twin Towers.
I was sitting chatting to a colleague in the offices of the BBC
Symphony Orchestra in Maida Vale. In through the door walked their chief conductor at
the time, the American Leonard Slatkin who
knew well the sights and sounds of The Big
Apple. “Have you heard what’s going on in
New York?” he asked. “A plane’s gone into
one of the World Trade Center towers.”
Needless to say, little work got done for the
rest of the afternoon as we gathered around
a television in the basement of the Maida
Vale studios. So graphic was it that it was
like watching a Hollywood disaster movie.
I can’t believe that was 20 years ago tomorrow. Time flies. But in that time, as we’ve been
seeing on our screens in the past few weeks, the ‘War on Terror’ - the mission to capture
the perpetrators and suppress their terrorist network in Afghanistan and Iraq - has been
and gone. As the Taliban returns to power in Afghanistan and tensions still remain high in
Iraq, many are asking the question: was it worth it?

2,977 people died in the 9/11 Twin Towers attacks. Four years later, the 7/7 London
bombings killed 52 people plus the bombers. As we’re hearing in our news this week at
the start of the trial following the 2015 Paris bombings, 130 people were killed in that
coordinated attack.
Over the years, many other attacks in this
country and abroad have killed so many more,
and so many others have had their lives torn
apart by the injuries they’ve incurred or the
heartbreak which they’ve had to endure. And
then there are the countless number - many,
many thousands - of innocent victims in
Afghanistan and Iraq who, over the years, were
in the wrong place at the wrong time during
the War on Terror.
I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again: we live in a world which God intended to be
beautiful, but, through humanity’s malice, pride, anger and self-righteousness, is broken.
‘Twas ever thus!’ I hear you say. But that shouldn’t stop us trying. That shouldn’t stop us
trying to answer God’s call to bring a new vision to birth in our dealings with one another
at whatever level, and with this planet. Indeed, this weekend’s significant anniversary of
9/11 in the wake of the withdrawal from Afghanistan, provides an opportunity to
acknowledge the pain, to honour the dead, but also to continue offering tools to
transform bitterness, to heal deep wounds, and to transform relationships.
In order to break the spiral of violence which
inevitably emerges from such events, reconciliation is
required. But reconciliation can’t take root unless it
takes account of the emotions that feed revenge,
including the desire to honour the dead through
further violence or aggressive behaviour. This takes
time, and it’s possibly only now - 20 years on - that
America is ready to move beyond the trauma of 9/11
and begin turning remembrance into new beginnings,
just as it took much of the remainder of the 20th century for peoples and nations to
transform the scars of the Second World War.
Of course, for Christians, remembering is a fundamental part of our faith. Every time we
partake of Holy Communion, we’re remembering the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Remembering, however, is more than sitting around and telling stirring stories of the past.
It’s also about relating and engaging with those stories in a way that inspires listeners to
enter into them, be fed by them, and allow their lives to be transformed by them, so that
the world can also be transformed. In that space, there’s the possibility of new life
emerging from suffering and death.

For Jesus, the very worst that the world could throw at him — suffering and even death
itself — became a means to a new life for all of us. Christ’s wounds remain, but they’re
transformed, as memory itself is transformed, from the marks of death into the signs of
hope-filled life.
And it’s the hope that we find deep in Jesus’
experience - which, in turn, becomes our own
hope - which sustains us through our own
suffering and death. Indeed, many whose lives
were shattered as a result of 9/11 tell how their
faith has played a significant part in their moving
forward.
However, there is also a need to remember fully. It’s right to remember that God is with
those in pain and suffering in our world. But it would be a distortion of what Jesus did for
us on the cross if we didn’t, at the same time, remember his attitude to those who
crucified him. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
If we remember that God is with those who are suffering, but don’t remember his attitude
towards those who inflict the suffering, we’re not remembering fully. Similarly, if we don’t
remember that we’re all part of sinful humanity, we’re not remembering fully.
Half-remembering distorts our faith and allows it to be
used for self-justification. Half-remembering also leads to
a relentless demonisation of those who’ve wronged us,
leading us to regard them as less than human which, in
turn, can justify our treating them in less than human ways
in places such as Guantanamo Bay.
Many painful memories will be revived this weekend
as America remembers those who died or who have
been affected by the events of 9/11. However,
hopefully the commemorations will be forwardlooking, enabling memories to be recalled in such a
way as to continue to allow a transformation of
those memories, bringing about hope and new life.
Yours in Christ,

Fr Simon

The collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent
in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

SUNDAY’S READINGS
The book of the prophet Isaiah chapter 50, verses 4-9a:
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backwards.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.

Psalm 116:1-4, 7-8

1 I love the Lord,
for he has heard the voice of my supplication;
because he inclined his ear to me
on the day I called to him.
2 The snares of death encompassed me;
the pains of hell took hold of me;
by grief and sorrow was I held.
Response: I will walk before the Lord
in the land of the living.
3 Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
‘O Lord, I beg you, deliver my soul.’
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
Response
7 For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears and my feet from falling.
8 I will walk be-fore the Lord
in the land of the living.
Response

St Mark’s Gospel, chapter 8, verses 27-38:
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered him, ‘John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who
do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.’

Details of 9.30am Parish Eucharist, also streamed on our website and Facebook
 President:
Fr Simon (Vicar)
 Preacher:
Di Kitson (Lay Reader)
 Sunday Club: Charlotte Vivian
 Reader:
Becky Burton
 Intercessions: Huw Lewis
 Mass setting: A New Pilgrim’s Mass (music: David Wood)
 Processional: Christ, whose glory fills the skies (tune: Ratisbon)
 Gradual:
Psalm 116
 Offertory:
O Jesu, I have promised (tune: Wolvercote)
 Communion: Thou art the Christ, O Lord (tune: Love Unknown)
 Motet:
Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake (music: Richard Farrant)
 Recessional: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (tune: Lobe Den Herren)

INTERCESSIONS FOR THIS WEEK
For the world-wide Church:
 Bishop Alan, Bishop of St Albans
 Bishop Michael, Suffragan Bishop of Hertford
 The Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford
 The Venerable Jo Kelly-Moore, the new Dean of St Albans
 Archbishop Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury
 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
for the Anglican Church of Tanzania
 In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
for the parish of St Thomas’, Stopsley in the Luton deanery
 In the Deanery Cycle of Prayer:
for the parish of St James’, Thorley
For the ministry and vocation of the congregation of Great St Mary’s:
For growth:
 in our prayer life
 in our depth of faith
 in our fellowship
 in our nurturing of new disciples
For our world:
 For the people of Afghanistan.
 For all those, twenty years on, remembering the events and victims of 9/11.
 For just and peaceful governance throughout the world, particularly in Afghanistan,
Myanmar, Hong Kong, Yemen, Belarus, Syria, Russia, and central and southern Africa.
 For those suffering from the effects of the climate or natural disaster.
 For those working to relieve suffering throughout the world.
For emergency and key-workers, scientists and leaders, medical and care workers,
and, in this country, particularly for the NHS.

 For those, in this country and beyond, who, because of Covid-19, have died or who
are suffering in body, mind or spirit because of the virus.
 For those being martyred for their faith or other reasons.
 For those being persecuted for their faith or other reasons, including the Uyghurs of
China, and Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe being held captive in Iran.
 For those who have been abused in body, mind or spirit.
 For those who are victims of modern-day slavery and human trafficking.
 For those who are victims of famine or poverty, particularly praying for the work of the
Shiksha Rath educational project in New Delhi which we support.
 For those struggling with addiction.
 For those who are homeless, and for the work of the Holy Trinity Night Shelter in
Bishop’s Stortford which we support.
 For those involved in the migrant situation.
For our town:
 For those at our Central Surgery, for the staff and patients of the
Princess Alexandra and Rivers hospitals, and for our local care
homes and social services.
 For local businesses and commerce in these uncertain times.
 For the pupils, teachers, staff and parents associated with our
local schools, including our church school - Spellbrook.
 For those feeling isolated and lonely; particularly those living alone.
For the people of:
Sunday:
Ladywell Prospect
Monday:
Brook End & Burnside
Tuesday:
Brook Lane & Brookfields
Wednesday:
Heron Close & Bonks Hill
Thursday:
Cambridge Road & Walnut Tree Avenue
Friday:
Parkway & Cedar Close
Saturday:
Chalks Avenue & Coney Gree
For the sick and bereaved including:
Linda Bowler, Una Bard, Pam Brown, Frieda Elfick, Ruth Foster, Kathy Hanratty, Steven,
Doug Knights, Betty Taylor, Peter White, June Willis
For those who have died:
 Irene Briers
For our dearly departed ones, remembered at their year’s mind:
 Frances Lane (15th September)

NOTICES
 Services this week:
(CW = Common Worship
 Sun 12th September:






Mon, Wed & Fri:
Wed 15th September:
Sat 18th September:
Sun 19th September:

8am
9.30am
3pm
5pm
9.30am
10am
2pm
8am
9.30am
5pm

BCP = Book of Common Prayer)
Said Eucharist (CW) - Preacher: Di Kitson
Parish Eucharist (CW) with Sunday Club,
followed by refreshments in Church House
Civic Service
Said Evening Prayer (CW)
Said Morning Prayer (CW)
Said Service of the Word
Wedding of Lawrie Janes & Sandie Abery
Said Eucharist (CW)
Parish Eucharist with Sunday Club,
followed by refreshments in Church House
Said Evening Prayer (BCP)

Fr Simon and Revd Debbie are both away on the St Albans Diocese clergy conference
from Monday 13th to Wednesday 15th
 Mothers' Union Christmas cards now on sale
This Sunday is our final opportunity to view and order Mothers’ Union
Christmas cards. Payment may be made by cash or cheque, with all
proceeds going towards the important work of the Mothers' Union.
 GSM now open more generally during the week
During the summer, thanks to a committed band of welcomers, we were
able to have the church doors open for a couple of hours most days.
However, now that restrictions have been eased a little more, you’ll find
the church doors open more regularly - usually from about 9.30am till
about 2.30pm each day. So do take advantage of the opportunity to pop
in to light a candle and spend a few tranquil moments in God’s loving
presence. You’ll also find the latest copy of the Sawbridgeworth Flyer,
featuring Church & Town, available on the welcome desk.
 Last Sunday’s patronal festival
Last Sunday, we celebrated our patronal
festival in scorching hot late summer sun.
After the re-introduction of the 8am eucharist,
an uplifting 9.30am festal eucharist and before
the festal evensong brought things to a close,
a good number of us had a picnic lunch in the
churchyard during which much chilled fizz was
enjoyed. It was lovely to finally be able to
share some fun and laughter with you all.

 Great St Mary’s Parish Vision Morning - Saturday 25th September - 10am
Despite the setback of having to postpone our Vision Morning
back in July, I’m confident that we’ll be able to go ahead with
things on Saturday 25th September instead. I hope you’ve all got
it in your diaries. We’ll be welcoming the Revd Harry Steele, the
diocesan Church Growth Officer for Hertfordshire, to chair the
morning of coffee, chat, inspiration, ideas, brain-storming and
laughter so that we can begin moving forward together with our
plans to reimagine Great St Mary’s.
Whatever your connection to the church - whatever your age or
background - we need to hear from everybody. Indeed, along
with other guests, we’re delighted that Cllr Greg Rattey, Mayor
of Sawbridgeworth, will be joining us for part of the morning.
A sign-up form will be at the back of church so that we can get a
sense of rough numbers. But, even if your name never makes it
onto that list, do come along on the day.
Drinks will be available from 9.45am, and the morning will officially begin at 10am. We
will finish by 1pm when there will be the opportunity to have another bring-your-own
lunch together, with further drinks provided. If the weather’s good, we might even be
able to venture outside again!

 New Dean of St Albans announced
The Archdeacon of Canterbury - the Venerable Jo
Kelly-Moore - has been named as the next Dean of
St Albans in succession to the Very Revd Dr Jeffrey
John. Jo has been Archdeacon of Canterbury and a
residentiary canon of Canterbury Cathedral since
January 2017.
The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover, said: “Jo’s passion and commitment to
seeing faith lived 24/7 has been at the heart of her ministry here in the [Canterbury]
diocese. I have found her to be a fearless, charismatic and compassionate leader. I have
thoroughly enjoyed having her as a colleague and will personally miss her support. Our
loss will be St Albans’ gain.”
From 2010 to 2017, Jo was the Dean of Auckland in the Anglican Church of New Zealand.
During her time there, she oversaw the completion of the cathedral church building, and
was also deputy Vicar-General of the diocese and served on the general synod of the
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. Prior to her ordination, she
practiced as a solicitor in both New Zealand and London. She is married to Paul, and they
have two adult sons.

During Jo’s time in Canterbury, she has served on the Church of
England’s General Synod, contributing as a member of the
steering committee for the 2021 Cathedrals Measure. She also
championed the discipleship and empowerment of young
Christians as Co-Chair of the diocese’s Children and Young
People’s Framework, and through Changing Lives Conversations,
Jo highlighted the power of conversations about faith in
everyday life. She has also played a key role in the development
of the Canterbury diocese’s environmental strategy.
The Dean-Elect will be installed in the Cathedral to begin her ministry in December.

 High Wych Scarecrow Festival - Saturday 11th - Sunday 12th September
If you’ve noticed various coloured mushrooms and
toadstools lining the road to High Wych, don’t despair.
It’s not an infestation of funghi but the early shoots of
this year’s High Wych Scarecrow Festival which runs
across this weekend. As well as mushrooms, wonderful
scarecrow creations will line the High Wych Road and
other village locations along with pretty butterflies
adorning railings. Meanwhile, various craft stalls and
refreshments can be found at St James’ Church.
All money raised will be given to local charities.

 GSM Parish Pilgrimage to Anglican Shrine in Walsingham - 6th-9th May 2022
Having received interest from a number of you about the
possibility of a pilgrimage to the beautiful Norfolk town
of Walsingham, rooms with full board have been reserved
for three nights from Friday 6th to Monday 9th May; those
who might need to be back at work on Monday morning
could stay for just two nights board, leaving on the
afternoon of Sunday 8th May. The price for full board is:
£90 per night for an adult and £54 per night for a child.
Children under the age of 5 stay for free.
People visit Walsingham for different reasons.
Some go to submerge themselves in a short
religious and devotional experience to top up
the faith batteries. Others like the opportunity
to explore the surrounding lanes and villages.
There’s the beach up the road at Wells-nextthe-Sea, and you could even get there for your
ice cream on the Wells & Walsingham Light Railway!

However, whilst there’s no obligation on anybody to attend
anything (some might simply like to treat it as an
opportunity for a long weekend break with friends in
pleasant surroundings), the weekend usually combines a
couple of uplifting services in the shrine church attended by
pilgrims from many different church communities, a couple
of private services and reflections for us from GSM alone, a
walk along the quiet country lanes and disused railway line to the peaceful original Roman
Catholic basilica 1.5 miles away, and a post-dinner drink and natter in the local hostelry!
Whatever you choose to do though - and however you view your time in Walsingham it’s always a relaxing, happy and therapeutic weekend.
Whether you’re a regular member of the Great St Mary’s congregation, a member of
another church’s congregation, or simply a friend of a friend, if this is something which
appeals to you, do let us know. You won’t have to commit yourself until early next year.
However, it would be good to get a sense of numbers.
 Support for our local foodbanks
Both Harlow Foodbank and Sawbridgeworth Evangelical Congregational Church’s
community ‘pop up’ shop can’t currently cope with demand.
In particular, they’re extremely short of:













Coffee
Sugar
Spray deodorant
Oil
Shower gel
Long-life fruit juice
Long-life milk
Tinned fruit
Tinned fish
Tinned meat
Packet mash
Sponge puddings
In the case of Harlow Foodbank, items may be dropped off in the
foodbank bins in many of our local supermarkets, left in the
donation boxes at the back of church, or taken to Cathy Battson or
Ann Bard. You can give Cathy a ring on
07913 427930 to arrange drop off or
collection directly from you.

In the case of SECC’s community ‘pop up’ shop, donations may
be taken to SECC on London Road from 12.30pm on
Wednesdays or from 9.30am on Saturdays.

News from our associated CofE school in Spellbrook
Mr Fisher - our Headteacher - writes:
This week, we’ve started focussing on our new
school value - Thankfulness.
We’ve been thinking about this Bible verse:
‘Every time I think of you I give thanks to my God.’
[Philippians 1:3]
The children have been sharing what they would like to thank different adults in the
school for. These are a few of their ideas.

 Final Thought
Playing Scrabble the other day, I found myself coveting my neighbour’s ox. Let’s
hope I can stick to at least the other Nine Commandments!

 Content for the Newsletter
If you have a notice for the Friday Email, please let us know by lunchtime on Thursday.

 Contact us
Fr Simon Vivian (Vicar)
Revd Debbie Hore (Associate Priest)
Di Kitson (Lay Reader)
Anthony Heard (Churchwarden)
Website:
Facebook:
YouTube:

vicar@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
01279 723719
rev.debbie@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
01279 722948
diana.kitson@btinternet.com
01279 723212
anthony@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk

www.sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’
www.youtube.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’

Thank you for your continued support of Great St Mary's

